olutions to
Stormwater Pollution

Easy Things You Can Do Every Day To Protect Our Water

A Guide to Healthy Habits for
Cleaner Water

[lution on streets, parking lotsand lawnsis
washed by raininto stormdrains, then directly
to our drinking water suppliesand the ocean

andlakesour childrenplay in. Fertilizer, ail,

pesticides, detergents, pet waste, grassclippings: You
nameit andit endsup in our water.

Stormwater pollutionisone of New Jersey’sgreatest
threatsto clean and plentiful water, and that’swhy
we' reall doing something about it.

By sharing theresponsibility and making small, easy
changesinour daily lives, we can keep common
pollutants out of stormwater. It all addsup to cleaner
water, and it savesthe high cost of cleaning up once
it'sdirty.

Aspart of New Jersey’sinitiative to keep our water
clean and plentiful and to meet federal requirements,
many municipditiesand other public agenciesincluding
collegesand military bases
must adopt ordinancesor

other rulesprohibiting
variousactivitiesthat
contributeto stormwater
pollution. Bresking these
rulescanresultinfinesor
other penalties.

As a resident,
business, or
other member of
the New Jersey
community, itis
important to know
these easy
things you can
do every day to
protect our
water.

Limit your use of
fertilizers and
pesticides

m Doasoil testtoseeif
you need afertilizer.

m  Donot apply fertilizers
if heavy rainispredicted.

m Lookintoaternatives
for pesticides.

m  Mantanasmdllavn
and keep therest of your
property or yardina
natura statewith treesand
other nativevegetation
that requireslittieor no
fertilizer.

'-'” m |fyouusefertilizers
| and pesticides, follow the

instructionsonthelabe on
how to correctly apply it.

Make sureyou properly
storeor discard any
unused portions.

Properly use and
dispose of
hazardous
products

m Hazardousproducts
include somehousehold or
commercia deaning
products, lawn and garden
care products, motor ail,
antifreeze, and paints.

m  Donot pour any
hazardous products
downastormdrain
because stormdrainsare
usudly connectedtoloca
waterbodiesand thewater
isnot treated.




m |f you havehazardous
productsinyour homeor
workplace, makesure
you store or dispose of
them properly. Readthe
label for guidance.

m Usenaturd or less
toxic aternativeswhen

possible.
m  Recycleussdmotor ail.

m  Contact your
municipality, county or
facility management office
for thelocations of
hazardous-waste disposal
fadlities

Keep pollution
out of storm
drains

m  Municipditiesand
many other public agencies
arerequired to mark
certangormdraininlets
with messagesreminding
peoplethat ssorm drains
are connectedto local
waterbodies.

m  Donotlet sewageor
other wastesflow intoa
stormwater system.

Clean up after
your pet

= Many municipdities
and public agenciesmust
enact and enforcelocal
pet-wasterules.

= Anexampleis
requiring pet ownersor
their keepersto pick up
and properly dispose of
pet waste dropped on
public or other people’'s

property.

m  Makesureyouknow
your town’sor agency’s
requirementsand comply
withthem. It'sthelaw.
And remember to:

» Usenewspaper, bags
Or pooper-scoopersto
pick up wastes.

» Disposeof the
wrapped pet waste
inthetrash or un-
wrappedinatoilet.

» Never discard pet
wasteinastormdrain.

Don’t feed
wildlife

m Do not feed wildlife,
suchasducksand geese, in
public areas.

= Manymunicpditiesand
other public agencies must
enact and enforcearulethat
prohibitswildlifefeedingin
thesearess.

Dispose of yard
waste properly

m Keepleavesand grass
out of sormdrains.

m If your municipdity or
agency hasyard waste
collectionrules, follow
them.

m Useleavesand grass
clippingsasaresourcefor
compost.

m  Useamulching
mower that recyclesgrass
clippingsintothelawn.

Don’t litter
m Placelitterintrash
receptacles.

m Recycle. Recycle.
Recycle.

m Paticipatein
community cleanups.

Contact information

For moreinformation on stormwater related topics, visit
WWW.Njstormwater.org or Www.nonpointsource.org

Additional informationisalso availableat U. S.
Environmental Protection Agency Web sites
www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water Quality

Bureau of Nonpoint Pollution Control

Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program

(609) 633-7021

* www.cleanwater nj.org Lﬁﬁﬂ.@mm
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